5th Grade Social Studies 
Overarching Themes
	Overarching Theme One

Explain how geography, including climate, environment and resources affected the development of the American colonies.  



	Overarching Theme Two

Describe the common push/pull factors that led Europeans to move to the Americas and also led American colonists to migrate throughout eastern North America.



	Overarching Theme Three
Identify the elements of culture.  Evaluate how each element led various cultures to develop in unique ways, including new innovations, cultural advances and the existence of social classes.
The elements of culture are: Social Organization, Customs and Traditions, Language, Arts and Literature, Religion, Forms of Governance, Economic Systems, Technology, Tools and Infrastructure 




	Overarching Theme Four
Explain factors that led American colonists into conflict with other cultures and evaluate how these conflicts changed America.  



