Elementary English Language Arts (ELA)
Vision:  All students equipped with literacy skills that will empower them to become lifelong learners.
Mission:  To develop capability and cultivate interests that allows all students to develop into literate, college or career ready individuals.

Philosophy:  The Elementary English Language Arts framework consists of the teaching and learning in the areas of reading, writing, language, and speaking & listening.  Each component is a complex, integrated network requiring equal attention to fully develop a student’s capacities to become a literate individual. The ELA integrated literacy framework considers the incorporation of systematic, explicit instruction, assessment for and of learning, responsible use of technology and uses research based best practices.  The integrated literacy classroom is child centered, developmentally appropriate, promotes thinking based learning, and ensures access for all.  The integrated literacy teacher models lifelong learning, makes informed professional decisions and strives to build positive relationships. 
“Instruction is the beginning of the courtship between student and teacher.” 

Maryanne Wolf

Components of the ELA Literacy Framework

READING:  Learning to read is not natural, but rather a complex process marked by stages of development (Chall, 1996 & Ehri, 1996). Proficient readers demonstrate fluent, accurate behaviors in phoneme awareness, phonics, vocabulary and comprehension.  In order for skillful reading to occur, four processing systems in the brain work together and change as the reader matures (LETRS, Module 1).  To develop students capable of reading and comprehending complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently (CCR Anchor Standard 10), the scientific research of the Simple View of Reading (Gough & Tunmer, 1986) must be understood.  It is a formula based on the widely accepted view that reading has two basic components and that a student’s reading comprehension score can be predicted if decoding skills and language comprehension abilities are known.  The formula is:  Decoding (D) x Language Comprehension (LC ) =  Reading Comprehension (R).  Skilled reading is attained when the multiple sub skills in the areas of decoding and language comprehension are automatic (Scaborough, 2001).

WRITIING:  While the phrases “learning to read and reading to learn” are often used to describe a turning point during the process of reading, the terms “learning to write and writing to learn” can draw upon similarities as students move through developmental stages of written language.  The nature of writing changes with development.  Writing in early grades generally consists of learning to write letters, to spell, and compose short texts with transitions to intermediate grades into more extended writing as a way of learning about a topic. Subsequent to the Simple View of Reading, a simple view of writing was proposed (Hayes and Flower, 1980, 1996) and adapted over the years (Harris, Graham, Mason, & Friedlander, 2008) to provide  models that reflect the complex activity that affects other kinds of cognitive and language processing (Torrance & Galbraith, 2006) tasks students are engaged in during writing.  Decades of research do offer educators approaches to writing instruction that will help to impact students’ specific writing skills and their general achievement in language and literacy (CCSS Initiative 2010).  These approaches include: process writing, a strategies approach that includes genre-based instruction, the incorporation of writing skills instruction within the context of students’ composing, the use of rubrics and models for guidance and self-assessment of the six traits of effective writing, and a thoughtful approach to incorporating technology in the writing process (Writing Research A Guide to Curriculum Planning).
“Effective writing is an authentic process of literacy, purposely crafted in a variety of formats to communicate.”

Working definition form CCPS Writing Instruction Panel


Phonics (Decoding)


Blend letter sounds into words


*Voice letter sounds


and blend into words


*Blend letter sounds into words without voicing them


*Read one syllable whole words (move from one syllable to multi-syllable words within syllable types)


* Read multi-syllable words


* Prefixes and suffixes  


* Roots/Word Origin





 Phonological Awareness:


Syllable 


Onset-Rime


Phoneme 


*Counting


*Identifying


*Blending/


Segmenting


      *Manipulating   (deleting, adding,    


  and substituting) 








*Counting


*Identifying


*Blending/


*Segmenting


     *Manipulating


(deleting, adding,    


  and substituting)








Language Comprehension


* Background   Knowledge


* Vocabulary


* Language Structures


* *Verbal Reasoning


* Literacy Knowledge





Fluency


*Accuracy


*Rate


*Expression


(Moving from


sounds,letters, words,phrases,


connected text and includes handwriting)





       Vocabulary


* Focus on Tier II words


* Provide multiple opportunities to say, use in conversation, and write about the word.


* Students must know how to pronounce word and create definitions





Researched Based Components of Reading


*Students must be fluent within each component.





Text Types and 


Purposes





*Write opinion/arguments to support claims with valid reasoning and sufficient evidence





*Write informative/ explanatory text to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately





*Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences using effective technique, well chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.








Writing


*Routine, daily writing


* Writing Process


* Writing to Learn


* Writing to Source


* Writing Using Source


* Integration of   Technology


* Structures of Language





Foundational Writing Skills


* Letter formation (graphic shape to include print and cursive)





* Spelling





* Handwriting and keyboarding skills





* Conventions of Standard English in writing and speaking











Researched Based Components of Writing


*Students must be fluent within each component.
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